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AI presents political peril for 2024 with threat to mislead voters 


A booth is ready for a voter, Feb. 24, 2020, at City Hall in Cambridge, Mass., on the first morning of 
early voting in the state. 
Associated Press 
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By DAVID KLEPPER and ALI SWENSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Computer engineers and tech- 
inclined political scientists have warned for years that 
cheap, powerful artificial intelligence tools would soon 
allow anyone to create fake images, video and audio 
that was realistic enough to fool voters and perhaps sway 
an election. 
The synthetic images that emerged were often crude, un- 
convincing and costly to produce, especially when other 
kinds of misinformation were so inexpensive and easy to 
spread on social media. The threat posed by AI and so- 
called deepfakes always seemed a year or two away. No 
more. Sophisticated generative AI tools can now create 
cloned human voices and hyper-realistic images, videos 
and audio in seconds, at minimal cost. When strapped 
to powerful social media algorithms, this fake and digit- 
ally created content can spread far and fast and target 
highly specific audiences, potentially taking campaign 
dirty tricks to a new low. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Biden, congressional leaders likely to meet Tuesday 


By SEUNG MIN KIM 
Associated Press 
REHOBOTH 
BEACH, 
Del. 
(AP) — President Joe Biden 
and congressional lead- 
ers will likely resume talks 
on Tuesday at the White 
House over the debt limit, 
the president said Sunday, 
as the nation continues to 
edge closer to its legal bor- 
rowing authority with no 
agreement in sight. 
The meeting was initially 
supposed to be Friday, but 
was abruptly postponed so 
staff-level talks could con- 
tinue before Biden and the 
four congressional leaders 
huddled for a second time. 
Administration and con- 
gressional officials said Sun- 
day that a meeting has not 
been finalized, although 
Tuesday was the likeliest 
option as Biden returns to 


Washington on Monday 
and is scheduled to leave 
for the Group of 7 summit in 
Japan on Wednesday. 
Biden did not detail much 
progress in the talks, but 
said he remained hopeful 
that an agreement could 
be reached with Republi- 
cans to avoid what would 
be 
an 
unprecedented 
debt default, which could 
trigger a financial catastro- 
phe. 
"I remain optimistic be- 
cause I'm a congenital 
optimist," Biden told re- 
porters while out for a bike 
ride in Rehoboth Beach, 
Delaware. "But I really think 
there's a desire on their part 
as well as ours to reach an 
agreement. I think we'll 
be able to do it."Aides 
said talks had continued 
throughout the weekend. 


But at least publicly, there 
was little indication that 
either the White House or 
House 
Republicans 
had 
budged from their initial 
positions. Biden has called 
on lawmakers to lift the 
debt limit without precon- 
ditions, warning that the 
nation's borrowing author- 
ity should not be used to 
impose 
deep 
spending 
cuts and other conserva- 
tive policy demands. 
"We've not reached the 
crunch point yet," Biden 
told 
reporters 
Saturday 
before flying to his beach 
home for the weekend. 
"There's 
real 
discussion 
about some changes we 
all could make. We're not 
there yet." 
On Sunday, senior admin- 
istration officials said the 
talks among staff had so 
far been productive af- 
ter Biden and the leaders 
— House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., House 
Democratic 
leader 
Ha- 
keem Jeffries of New York, 
Senate 
Majority 
Leader 
Chuck Schumer of New 
York and Senate Republi- 
can leader Mitch McCo- 
nnell of Kentucky — end- 
ed their first meeting last 
Tuesday without a break- 
through. 
The president described 
that Oval Office session as 
"productive" even though 
McCarthy said later he 
"didn't see any new move- 
ment" toward resolving the 


stalemate. 
White 
House 
and congressional aides 
have been in talks since 
Wednesday. 
"The staff is very engaged. 
I would characterize the 
engagement as serious, as 
constructive," Lael Brain- 
ard, head of the White 
House's National Economic 
Council, said on CBS' "Face 
the Nation." An increase in 
the debt limit would not au- 
thorize new federal spend- 
ing. It would only allow for 
borrowing to pay for what 
Congress has already ap- 
proved. The Treasury De- 
partment has said the gov- 
ernment could exhaust the 
ability to pay its bills as early 
as June 1. The nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Of- 
fice gave a similar warning 
Friday, saying there was a 
"significant risk" of default 
sometime in the first two 
weeks of next month. 
But federal estimates still re- 
main in flux. 
The CBO noted Friday that 
if the cash flow at the Trea- 
sury and the "extraordinary 
measures" that the depart- 
ment is now using can con- 
tinue to pay for bills through 
June 15, the government 
can probably finance its 
operations 
through 
the 
end of July. That's because 
the expected tax revenues 
that will come in mid-June 
and other measures will 
give the federal govern- 
ment enough cash for at 
least a few more weeks.q 


President Joe Biden speaks to members of the media as he goes on a bike ride in Gordons Pond 
State Park in Rehoboth Beach, Del., Sunday, May 14, 2023. 
Associated Press 


up front A3 
Monday 15 May 2023 


YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, 
Calif. (AP) — Three popu- 
lar campgrounds at Cali- 
fornia’s Yosemite National 
Park 
will 
be 
temporar- 
ily closed starting Monday 


because of a forecast of 
flooding as warming tem- 
peratures melt the Sierra 
Nevada’s massive snow- 
pack. 
Park officials said Sunday 


that the Lower and North 
Pines Campgrounds and 
the Housekeeping Camp 
will be shut over fears that 
waterways could overspill 
their banks. 
The National Weather Ser- 
vice issued a flood watch 
for the area until at least 
Friday. 
“The combination of ex- 
tended hot weather and 
abundant 
snow 
means 
the Merced River may re- 
main above flood stage for 
some time,” the park said in 
a statement. 
An update on the closures 
will be provided Monday 
evening. 
Late last month, eastern 
sections of the famed Yo- 
semite Valley were closed 
for a few days over fears of 
floods that never material- 
ized. 


AI presents political peril for 2024 with threat to mislead voters 


Continued from Front 


The implications for the 
2024 campaigns and elec- 
tions are as large as they 
are troubling: Generative 
AI can not only rapidly pro- 
duce targeted campaign 
emails, texts or videos, it 
also could be used to mis- 
lead voters, impersonate 
candidates and undermine 
elections on a scale and at 
a speed not yet seen. 
“We’re not prepared for 
this,” warned A.J. Nash, 
vice president of intelli- 
gence at the cybersecurity 
firm ZeroFox. “To me, the 
big leap forward is the au- 
dio and video capabilities 
that have emerged. When 
you can do that on a large 
scale, and distribute it on 
social platforms, well, it’s 
going to have a major im- 
pact.” 
AI experts can quickly rat- 
tle off a number of alarm- 
ing scenarios in which gen- 
erative AI is used to create 
synthetic media for the pur- 
poses of confusing voters, 
slandering a candidate or 
even inciting violence. 
Here are a few: Automat- 
ed robocall messages, in a 
candidate’s voice, instruct- 
ing voters to cast ballots 
on the wrong date; audio 
recordings of a candidate 
supposedly confessing to 


a crime or expressing rac- 
ist views; video footage 
showing someone giving 
a speech or interview they 
never gave. Fake images 
designed to look like local 
news reports, falsely claim- 
ing a candidate dropped 
out of the race. 
“What if Elon Musk person- 
ally calls you and tells you 
to vote for a certain can- 
didate?” said Oren Etzioni, 
the founding CEO of the 
Allen Institute for AI, who 
stepped down last year to 
start the nonprofit AI2. “A 
lot of people would listen. 
But it’s not him.” 
Former President Donald 
Trump, who is running in 
2024, has shared AI-gener- 
ated content with his fol- 
lowers on social media. A 
manipulated video of CNN 
host Anderson Cooper that 
Trump shared on his Truth 
Social platform on Friday, 
which distorted Cooper’s 
reaction to the CNN town 
hall this past week with 
Trump, was created using 
an AI voice-cloning tool. 
A 
dystopian 
campaign 
ad released last month by 
the Republican National 
Committee offers another 
glimpse of this digitally ma- 
nipulated future. The online 
ad, which came after Presi- 
dent Joe Biden announced 
his reelection campaign, 


and starts with a strange, 
slightly warped image of 
Biden and the text “What 
if the weakest president 
we’ve ever had was re- 
elected?” 
A series of AI-generated im- 
ages follows: Taiwan under 
attack; boarded up store- 
fronts in the United States 
as the economy crum- 
bles; soldiers and armored 
military vehicles patrolling 
local streets as tattooed 
criminals and waves of im- 
migrants create panic. 
“An AI-generated look into 
the country’s possible fu- 
ture if Joe Biden is re-elect- 
ed in 2024,” reads the ad’s 
description from the RNC. 
The RNC acknowledged 
its use of AI, but others, in- 
cluding nefarious political 
campaigns 
and 
foreign 
adversaries, will not, said 
Petko 
Stoyanov, 
global 
chief technology officer at 
Forcepoint, a cybersecurity 
company based in Austin, 
Texas. Stoyanov predict- 
ed that groups looking to 
meddle with U.S. democ- 
racy will employ AI and 
synthetic media as a way 
to erode trust. 
“What happens if an inter- 
national entity — a cyber- 
criminal or a nation state 
— impersonates someone. 
What is the impact? Do we 
have any recourse?” Stoy- 


anov said. “We’re going 
to see a lot more misinfor- 
mation from international 
sources.” 
AI-generated political dis- 
information 
already 
has 
gone viral online ahead 
of the 2024 election, from 
a doctored video of Bi- 
den appearing to give a 
speech 
attacking 
trans- 
gender people to AI-gen- 
erated images of children 
supposedly learning satan- 
ism in libraries. 
AI images appearing to 
show Trump’s mug shot 
also fooled some social 
media users even though 
the former president didn’t 
take one when he was 
booked 
and 
arraigned 


in a Manhattan criminal 
court for falsifying business 
records. Other AI-generat- 
ed images showed Trump 
resisting arrest, though their 
creator was quick to ac- 
knowledge their origin. 
Legislation that would re- 
quire candidates to label 
campaign advertisements 
created with AI has been 
introduced in the House by 
Rep. Yvette Clarke, D-N.Y., 
who has also sponsored 
legislation that would re- 
quire anyone creating syn- 
thetic images to add a wa- 
termark indicating the fact. 
Some states have offered 
their own proposals for ad- 
dressing concerns about 
deepfakes.q 


Rep. Yvette Clarke, D-N.Y., flanked by Rep. Robin Kelly, D-Ill., 
left, and Rep. Mike Doyle, D-Pa., holds a news conference at the 
Capitol in Washington, Nov. 4, 2021. 
Associated Press 


Yosemite National Park to close over flood threat 


In this April 7, 2018, file photo, the raging Bridalveil Fall plummets 
into Yosemite Valley, while closed to the public due to a flooding 
Merced River, in Yosemite National Park, Calif. 


Associated Press 


Spring weather is quickly 
melting huge amounts of 
snow that accumulated in 
mountains from a series of 
epic winter storms. 
Storm runoff has caused 
flooding of San Joaquin 
Valley agricultural fields be- 
low the southern Sierra. But 
the major melt of the mas- 
sive snowpack has yet to 


occur. 
The state Department of 
Water Resources said ear- 
lier this month that despite 
a brief increase in tem- 
peratures in late April, the 
snowpack has melted at a 
slower pace than average 
because of below-average 
temperatures early in the 
month and cloud cover.q 
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By DEEPTI HAJELA and BOB- 
BY CAINA CALVAN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The his- 
toric Roosevelt Hotel in mid- 
town Manhattan shuttered 
three years ago, but it will 
soon be bustling again — 
reopening to accommo- 
date an anticipated influx 
of asylum seekers just as 
other New York City hotels 
are being converted to 
emergency shelters. 
Mayor 
Eric 
Adams 
an- 
nounced Saturday that the 
city will use the Roosevelt to 
eventually provide as many 
as 1,000 rooms for migrants 
who are expected to ar- 
rive in coming weeks be- 
cause of the expiration of 
pandemic-era rules, known 
collectively as Title 42, that 
had allowed federal of- 
ficials to turn away asylum 
seekers from the U.S. border 
with Mexico. 
Across the city, hotels like 
the Roosevelt that served 
tourists just a few years ago 
are being transformed into 
emergency shelters, many 
of them in prime locations 
within 
walking 
distance 
from Times Square, the 
World Trade Center me- 
morial site and the Empire 
State Building. A legal man- 
date requires the city to 
provide shelter to anyone 
who needs it. 
Even so, Adams says the 
city is running out of room 


for migrants and has sought 
financial help from the state 
and federal governments. 
“New York City has now 
cared for more than 65,000 
asylum seekers — already 
opening up over 140 emer- 
gency shelters and eight 
large-scale 
humanitarian 
relief centers in addition to 
this one to manage this na- 
tional crisis,” the mayor said 
in a statement announcing 
the Roosevelt decision. 
The 
storied 
hotel 
near 
Grand 
Central 
Terminal 
served as election head- 
quarters 
for 
New 
York 
Gov. Thomas Dewey, who 


in 1948 was said to have 
wrongly announced from 
the Roosevelt that he had 
defeated Harry Truman for 
president. 
As the city faces growing 
pressure to expand its shel- 
ter system, it is turning to va- 
cant hotels for those who 
need a roof and a place 
to bunk down as they sort 
out their lives. One of them 
is the Holiday Inn, located 
in Manhattan’s Financial 
District. A few months ago, 
signs in the lobby windows 
of the 50-story, 500-room 
hotel said it was closed. 
Scott Markowitz of Tarter 


Krinsky & Drogin, attorneys 
for the hotel’s owner, said 
reopening as a city-spon- 
sored shelter made finan- 
cial sense. 
“They rent out every room 
at the hotel at a certain 
price every night,” Mar- 
kowitz said, adding that 
it is bringing “substantially 
more revenue” than nor- 
mal operations would have 
brought in. 
It’s not new for the city to 
turn to hotels for New York- 
ers without homes when 
shelters and other options 
weren’t available. 
During 
the 
pandemic, 


group shelters made it dif- 
ficult to comply with social 
distancing rules, prompt- 
ing the city to rent out hun- 
dreds of hotel rooms as 
quasi COVID wards. As the 
pandemic eased, the city 
became less reliant on ho- 
tels. 
That changed as thou- 
sands of migrants began 
arriving by bus last year. 
The Watson Hotel on West 
57th Street, which used to 
receive rave reviews for its 
rooftop pool and proximity 
to Central Park, is now be- 
ing used to house migrant 
families. 
“It is our moral and legal 
obligation to provide shel- 
ter to anyone who needs 
it,” the city’s Department 
of Social Services said in a 
statement. “As such, we 
have utilized, and will con- 
tinue to utilize, every tool 
at our disposal to meet the 
needs of every family and 
individual who comes to us 
seeking shelter.” 
Before the surge in asylum 
seekers, the city was deal- 
ing with increased home- 
lessness, packed shelters 
and a dearth of afford- 
able housing. New York 
even announced a plan to 
send hundreds of migrants 
to hotels in suburban Or- 
ange and Rockland coun- 
ties across across the Hud- 
son River, angering local 
leaders.q 


OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
The Oakland Unified School 
District and striking teach- 
ers have reached agree- 


ment on four “common 
good” provisions that had 
been sticking points during 
the walkout that is now in its 


second week. “We are still 
on strike, but momentum is 
on our side,” the Oakland 
Education Association said 
on Twitter Saturday night. 
The 
union 
representing 
3,000 educators, counsel- 
ors and other workers has 
maintained the district has 
failed to bargain in good 
faith on a new three-year 
contract that also makes 
more traditional demands 
like higher salaries. The strik- 
ing workers want their con- 
tract to also include provi- 
sions that address racial eq- 
uity, homelessness and en- 
vironmental justice for stu- 
dents. On Saturday night, 
four of those demands had 
been agreed upon, relat- 
ing to: housing and trans- 


portation, the community 
schools grant, the Black 
thriving community schools 
initiative, and school clo- 
sures, the Bay Area News 
Group reported. It was not 
immediately clear Sunday 
morning how close the two 
sides were were on reach- 
ing a deal on the demands 
still left on the table, partic- 
ularly related to increased 
compensation. 
Superintendent Kyla John- 
son-Trammell said in a mes- 
sage to parents last week 
that the district, the state’s 
11th largest, is offering rais- 
es of as much as 22% for 
some teachers. 
Teachers have maintained 
that adding support be- 
yond the classroom would 


improve 
learning 
condi- 
tions and retain educators. 
Other common-good de- 
mands include providing 
more mental health sup- 
port, 
fixing 
deteriorating 
schools, and offering sub- 
sidized transportation for 
low-income students. 
The strike comes at the end 
of the school year, which 
wraps up May 25. But the 
district’s 80 schools have 
remained open to the dis- 
trict’s 34,000 students, with 
meals being offered and 
office staff educating and 
supervising. 
Only 
about 
1,200 students have shown 
up to school since the 
strike started May 4, district 
spokesperson John Sasaki 
said last week.q 


NYC converts hotels to shelters to accommodate asylum seekers 


Recent immigrants to the United States lie on the sidewalk with their belongings as they talk to city 
officials in front of the Watson Hotel in New York, Monday, Jan. 30, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Oakland’s striking teachers and school district reach agreement 


Oakland Unified School District teachers, students and parents 
picket outside La Escuelita Elementary School on the fifth day on 
strike in Oakland, Calif., on Wednesday, May 10, 2023. 


Associated Press 
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Israeli cease-fire appears to hold, despite new 
rocket launch 


By FARES AKRAM and 
TIA GOLDENBERG 
Associated Press 
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 
— A fragile cease-fire be- 
tween Israeli forces and 
militants in the Gaza Strip 
appeared to be holding 
on Sunday after a five-day 
clash that killed 33 Pales- 
tinians and two people in 
Israel. 
In an early test for the 
truce, Palestinian militants 
fired a rocket that landed 
in an open area of south- 
ern Israel Sunday evening. 
Palestinian media said the 
launch was caused by a 
technical error as militants 
were trying to deactivate 
the rocket. 
Israel responded with tank 
fire on what it said were two 
military posts belonging to 
Gaza's ruling Hamas mili- 
tant group. Hamas stayed 
out of the recent round of 
fighting, but Israel says it 
holds the group responsible 
for fire coming out of the 
territory.The latest round of 
Gaza fighting was sparked 
Tuesday when Israeli jets 
killed three top command- 
ers from the Islamic Jihad 
militant group in response 
to earlier rocket launches 
from Gaza. Those killings 
set off a barrage of militant 
fire and the conflagration 
threatened to drag the 
region into another all-out 
war until Egypt mediated 
a cease-fire that took hold 
late Saturday. 
While the calm appeared 
to bring a sense of relief 
to Gaza's 2 million people 
and hundreds of thousands 
of Israelis who had been 
largely confined to bomb 
shelters in recent days, the 
agreement did nothing to 
address the underlying is- 
sues that have fueled nu- 
merous rounds of fighting 
between Israel and Pales- 
tinian militant groups in the 
Gaza Strip over the years. 
In Gaza, residents surveyed 
the latest damage caused 
to their surroundings, with 
gaping holes left in the 
apartments serving as what 
Israel said were hideouts for 
the six senior Islamic Jihad 
members killed during this 
round. 
Gaza's main cargo cross- 


ing with Israel reopened 
Sunday after warnings that 
keeping it closed would 
force Gaza's sole power 
plant to shut down, deep- 
ening a power crisis. 
Israel was gradually lifting 
restrictions on residents in 
southern Israel, which had 
borne the brunt of the rock- 
et fire. 
Israeli officials expressed 
satisfaction with the lat- 
est battle, having killed at 
least six members of Islamic 
Jihad's top brass in what it 
says were pinpointed strikes 
based on solid intelligence. 
But at least 13 of those 
killed in Gaza were civil- 
ians, among them children 
as young as 4 years old, as 
well as women. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu said the targeted 
attacks on the militants' 
hideouts would reverber- 
ate around the region. 
"Israel's enemies in Gaza 
and much farther than 
Gaza know that even if they 
try to hide, we are able and 
prepared to reach them at 
any time," he told a meet- 
ing of his Cabinet. 
Israel has faced criticism in 
the past from rights groups 
over the civilian casual- 
ties in its bombardments in 
Gaza. 
Israel says it does its utmost 
to avoid harming civilians in 
its strikes and says militants 
operate from within the ter- 


ritory's densely populated 
areas to fire rockets indis- 
criminately at Israeli com- 
munities. 
Even if some of the strikes 
were precise, others de- 
stroyed the homes of unin- 
volved Palestinians. 
"If they want to target a 
house, let them target it 
alone. Why destroy the 
whole 
neighborhood? 
Why?" said Mai Sarson, 
whose house in Deir el- 
Balah was reduced to ruins 
in an Israeli strike. 
Throughout 
the 
fighting, 
Israel's repeated airstrikes 
targeting 
Islamic 
Jihad 
and its command cen- 
ters and rocket-launching 
sites showed no signs of 
stopping the rocket fire, 
prompting Islamic Jihad to 
declare victory and send- 
ing cheering Palestinians 
out into the streets late Sat- 
urday. 
The Israeli military report- 
ed over 1,400 launches 
throughout 
the 
fighting, 
with some rockets reaching 
as far as the Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem areas. Israeli jets 
struck more than 400 tar- 
gets, according to a pre- 
liminary military tally, which 
also showed about a fifth 
of the rockets were misfired 
and landed in Gaza, while 
most of the rest were either 
intercepted or landed in 
open areas. 
An 80-year-old woman and 


a Palestinian laborer who 
was working inside Israel 
were killed by rocket fire. 
A Palestinian human rights 
group said three people, 
including 
two 
children, 
were killed in Gaza by er- 
rant rockets. 
It was the latest in a long 
series of battles between 
Israel and Palestinian mili- 
tants in Gaza since the Is- 
lamic militant group Hamas 
seized control of the sea- 
side territory in 2007. Israel 
and Hamas have fought 
four wars, and there have 
been numerous smaller fla- 
reups as well. 
Saturday's deal did not ad- 
dress many of the causes 
of the repeated fighting, 
including Israel's ongoing 
blockade of Gaza, the 
large arsenals of weapons 
possessed by Hamas and Is- 
lamic Jihad and Israeli poli- 
cies in the occupied West 
Bank and east Jerusalem. 
The Gaza violence came 
after more than a year of 
fighting in the occupied 
West Bank, where the Is- 
raeli military has been stag- 
ing near-nightly arrest raids 
and Palestinians have car- 
ried out repeated attacks. 
Tensions could once again 
soar this week when nation- 
alist Israelis hold an annual 
march through a sensitive 
area of Jerusalem's Old 
City, which the Palestinians 
view as provocative.q 


Smoke and fire rise from an explosion caused by an Israeli airstrike targeting a building in Gaza, 
Saturday, May 13, 2023. The building was owned by an Islamic Jihad official. 
Associated Press 
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By KARL RITTER and DAVID 
KEYTON 
Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM (AP) — Japa- 
nese Foreign Minister Yoshi- 
masa Hayashi expressed 
concern Saturday about 
Russian and Chinese mili- 
tary cooperation in Asia 
and said the security situa- 
tion in Europe could not be 
separated from that in the 
Indo-Pacific region since 
Moscow’s full-scale inva- 
sion of Ukraine. 
Speaking at a meeting of 
European and Indo-Pacific 
foreign ministers in Swe- 
den, Hayashi said Russia’s 
war in Ukraine had “shak- 
en the very foundation of 
the 
international 
order” 
and must face a united re- 
sponse by the international 
community. 
“Otherwise, 
similar 
chal- 
lenges will arise in other 


regions and the existing or- 
der which has underpinned 
our peace and prosper- 
ity could be fundamentally 
overturned,” Hayashi said. 
Japan firmly backs Ukraine 
in the war but China says it 
remains neutral while de- 
claring a “no limits” rela- 
tionship with Moscow and 
blaming the U.S. and NATO 
for provoking the conflict. 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida visited the 
Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, in 
March at the same time as 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
met Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in Moscow. 
Hayashi accused Beijing of 
“continuing and intensify- 
ing its unilateral attempts” 
to change the status quo 
in the East and South China 
seas by force and increas- 
ing its military activities 
around Taiwan. 


“In addition, China and 
Russia are strengthening 
their military collaboration, 
including joint flights of their 
bombers and joint naval 
exercises in the vicinity of 
Japan,” Hayahshi said. 
China, which claims most 
of the South China Sea as 
well as Japanese-held is- 
lands in the East China Sea, 
says it has the right to de- 
fend its sovereignty and 
development interests. 
Hayashi also warned that 
North Korea was “escalat- 
ing provocations” in the re- 
gion by conducting ballis- 
tic missile launches “with a 
frequency and in a manner 
that are unprecedented.” 
He joined dozens of min- 
isters from the European 
Union and the Indo-Pacific 
region for the meeting just 
north of the Swedish capi- 
tal. China was not invited 


to the talks. 
“Since the aggression of 
Russia to Ukraine, the secu- 
rity situation here in Europe 


and the security situation 
in the Pacific are not sepa- 
rable,” Hayashi said as he 
arrived. q 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — He’s Eu- 
ropean. She’s American. 
He runs the U.N. migration 
agency. She wants his job. 
International 
Organiza- 
tion for Migration director- 
general Antonio Vitorino of 
Portugal faces what could 
be a tight race against 
his Biden administration- 
backed 
deputy, 
Amy 
Pope, as member coun- 
tries of the Geneva-based 
agency choose its chief for 
the next five years on Mon- 
day. 
The election comes as mi- 
grants have been on the 
move like never before, 
driven from their homes by 
factors including conflict, 
economic distress and the 
growing impacts of climate 


change. 
The U.S. and the European 
Union — both major funders 
of IOM — are facing chal- 
lenges with migration. Crit- 
ics fault the EU for failing to 
do more to prevent often- 
deadly trips by migrants 
trying to cross the Mediter- 
ranean from north Africa to 
Europe by boat. The U.N. 
refugee agency and oth- 
ers have expressed con- 
cern about how changes 
to U.S. migration law will af- 
fect people trying to cross 
the Mexican border into 
the United States. 
But IOM, which counts 175 
member countries, is also 
grappling with mass migra- 
tion crises far beyond — in 
places as diverse as Ban- 
gladesh, Ukraine, Sudan 
and among Venezuela’s 


neighbors in Latin America. 
The organization has nearly 
19,000 staffers working in 
171 countries to promote 
“humane and orderly” mi- 
gration. 
Its job in many of its 560 
field offices worldwide is to 
provide support — food, 
water, shelter, and help 
with government-imposed 
paperwork — to migrants. 
The agency also collects 
and shares vast amounts of 
data about flows of people 
to governments, and ad- 
vises them on policy deci- 
sions. 
To win under IOM rules, a 
candidate needs to gar- 
ner votes from two-thirds of 
countries that cast ballots 
in closed-door proceed- 
ings. Tradition has been 
that IOM chiefs get a sec- 
ond term, but Vitorino has 
not lined up support from 
all 27 member countries of 
the European Union. 
Vitorino swept into the job 
in 2018 after IOM member 
countries rebuffed a candi- 
date put up by the Trump 
administration, 
which 
pulled the U.S. out of the 
U.N.’s main human rights 
body, shunned globalism 
and espoused an “Ameri- 
ca First” policy that rankled 


many. Vitorino is a former 
EU commissioner for Home 
and Justice Affairs and 
think-tank chief, who cut his 
teeth early in politics as a 
Portuguese Socialist, much 
like U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres. 
Supporters credit Vitorino 
with doing more to hire 
and promote women with- 
in IOM, improve dialogue 
with African countries and 
help 
draw 
contributions 
that saw its budget grow 
nearly 20 percent between 
2019 and 2021, to $2.5 bil- 
lion, and staffing levels 
grow by nearly 40 percent 
from 2019 through last year. 
The U.S. administration has 
thrown its weight behind 
the candidacy of Pope, a 
former migration adviser 
to President Joe Biden. It 
is seeking to claw back 
the job for the U.S.: Eight 
of the 10 IOM directors- 
general since the agency 
was founded 72 years ago 
have been American. 
Pope, IOM’s deputy direc- 
tor for reform and manage- 
ment, is vying to become 
the agency’s first woman 
chief. She’s a former pros- 
ecutor and most of her ca- 
reer was spent working for 
the U.S. government. 


She has touted her role in 
pushing through a bud- 
get reform that drew a $75 
million commitment from 
governments to improve 
field delivery and risk man- 
agement. Her backers say 
more change is needed to 
help IOM adapt to growing 
migration challenges and 
diversify funding sources. 
Under Biden, the United 
States has sought greater 
engagement with the Unit- 
ed Nations and is trying to 
slot Americans into top U.N. 
posts. 
Last fall, Doreen Bogdan- 
Martin defeated a Russian 
rival to take the top job at 
the International Telecom- 
munications Union — suc- 
ceeding its Chinese chief. 
This year, Cindy McCain, 
the widow of former presi- 
dential hopeful John Mc- 
Cain, became head of the 
U.N.’s World Food Program. 
Both candidates for the 
IOM job have been ramp- 
ing up travel abroad, me- 
dia appearances and so- 
cial-media posts in recent 
months. Pope jumped into 
the race months before Vi- 
torino, who let the suspense 
linger until Portugal an- 
nounced his re-election bid 
late last year.q 


Election at UN migration agency pits its 
European chief against his American deputy 


Deputy Homeland Security Adviser Amy Pope listens as President 
Barack Obama speaks in the Oval Office at the White House in 
Washington, May 20, 2016. 
Associated Press 


China and Russia are increasing their military collaboration 


Yoshimasa Hayashi, center, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Japan, 
is received by Swedish Foreign Minister Tobias Billstrom, left, 
and European Union High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Josep Borrell for an EU Indo-Pacific Ministerial 
Forum in connection to an informal meeting of EU foreign affairs 
ministers in Marsta outside Stockholm, Satursay, May 13, 2023. 


Associated Press 
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22 young Arubans uninitiated into the Youth Parliament of Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—On 
May 
12th, the initiation of 22 
young Arubans into the 
Youth Parliament of Aruba 
took place. President of the 
foundation, Dave Martinus, 
elaborated on this celebra- 
tion and shared what this 
means for the organization. 


With this initiation, Martinus 
remarked that the foun- 
dation will begin a new 
trajectory, where they will 
be working towards devel- 
opment. The Youth Parlia- 
ment stands for the rights 
of children, but also for the 
development of youths on 
Aruba. Martinus states, “To- 
day marks the initiation of 
our standpoint and it’s for 
that reason that this is a sig- 
nificant moment for us.” 


He further explained that 
the Youth Parliament and 
of Parliament of Aruba is 
no directly related to each 
other, but the idea is to suf- 
ficiently help youths devel- 
op into their own person, 
so that when they decide 
to join the parliament, they 
are a fully development MP 
with the skills required. 


In terms of skills, he gave 
the example of skills that 
are 
sometimes 
missing 
amongst people, skills such 
as respectful debating and 
showing sympathy for oth- 
ers’ opinion, among oth- 
ers. Mostly importantly, he 
states, is for the youth to 
develop into their own per- 
son, so that they could use 
their voice as confidently 
and clear as possible. 


“At the end of the day, we 
wish that MPs could really 
pay attention to the voic- 


es of these young initiates; 
that is what we are working 
towards,” Martinus high- 
lighted. 


In order for these young 
initiates to form part of the 
Youth Parliament of Aruba, 
the president of the organi- 
zations explained they must 
first complete a few cours- 
es and projects. 


In this case, they started 
with an extensive structure, 
in which the initiated will 
be going through different 
trajectories with the goal 
to be included in the youth 
parliament. 


In terms of what comes 
after, Martinus explained 
that there many projects 
that they will be working 
on. One of these projects 
will focus on education, in 
which the initiates will have 
the opportunity to con- 
tribute their thoughts and 
ideas. 


“We are very happy that 
the Aruban government 
has given them the op- 
portunity to work on this 
project. It’s also great that 
we receiving much support 
from both the initiates’ par- 
ents as well as the parlia- 
ment,” Martinus expressed. 


Lastly, Martinus stated that 
this initiation is the first step- 
ping stone for the youths to 
work on their future, work 
on their personal devel- 
opment to be a respect- 
ful, honorable person that 
could represent the people 
of Aruba. 


Misha Raymond, MP from 
the Raiz party, was also 


present at this initiation cer- 
emony. She indicated that 
for her, this is the first time 
she is experiencing some- 
thing like this: “I’m deeply 
proud to see how many 
young people are initiated 
into the Youth Parliament. 
It’s very heartwarming to 
see the seats in the hall filled 
with youth inspired to have 
a career in politics and to 
put in the work needed to 
fill the seats of the parlia- 
ment,” she expressed. 


During the ceremony, the 
initiates presented differ- 


ent 
articles 
concerning 
the treatment of children. 
Raymond explained that 
during the course of a year 
and a half, the Parliament 
of 
Aruba 
have 
indeed 
mentioned these articles 
several times, and she is ex- 
tremely proud to see that 
the Youth Parliament is tak- 
ing on this issue, because 
“not only do we lack the 
implementations of many 
of the articles, but they are 
standing for the principles 
of the articles and what 
they mean, so that they 
could do their job.” 


Henrick Tevreden, MP from 
the MEP fraction, was also 
present at the ceremony, 
and he expressed how im- 
pressed he was: “It’s an im- 
pressive moment, because 
you see these young locals 
showing up in hopes to be 
empowered, 
established 
and united, so that in the 
future they could also oc- 
cupy the seats of parlia- 
ment and serve in the high- 
est and most important 
position in the island,” he 
stated. 


In terms of the constitution 
of the organization on child 
treatment, the MP shared 
that the parliament itself 
has been attending this 
matter for many years now, 
and the rights of children 
have become an especial- 
ly important focal point for 
the government of Aruba. 


“The parliament is indeed 
doing their best; they have 
amended 
certain 
laws, 
have pressed on certain 
budgets and the social 
crisis plan has been imple- 
mented,” he added. 


Lastly, he stated that the 
Youth Parliament is firmly 
fighting so that the fo- 
cal points concerning the 
treatment of children are 
more widely known across 
the island in within the 
Dutch kingdom in general. 
As MP, he expressed that 
the parliament is surely sup- 
porting these initiates and 
they think that this is the 
focus that they must keep 
an eye on, so that the rights 
of children can resonate 
across Aruba and are re- 
spected within the com- 
munity. q 
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Papillon: The butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remember the film “Papillon” 
starring Steve McQueen? Papillon restaurant is the is- 
land’s example where `life imitates art.’ The décor, es- 
pecially the restrooms, was inspired by the movie. For 
more than a decade this restaurant has built a reputa- 
tion with the fusion of classic French cuisine, Dutch and 
Caribbean flavors. Welcome in the world of wonders 
where ambiance, taste and service come together 
and you feel you are being welcomed in the home of 
the owner and her team. 


“We find it really important that our guests have fun; 
can relax while listening to live music while their taste 
buds are being tickled by France, The Netherlands and 
the Caribbean. We offer a unique fusion of dishes and 
a night not to forget,” says owner Tina. As our special 
guest you can choose to dine inside our heartwarming 
airconditioned restaurant or we also offer outside din- 
ing on a cozy, elegant terrace with great ambiance of 
the surroundings. Perfect setting for an enjoyable time 
people watching while sipping on a delicious cocktail. 


Fresh oysters, caviar and wild boar 
You are on vacation, life is to enjoy! If you want some- 
thing special, a different flow than the usual, then Pa- 
pillon is the place to go. Foodies are in heaven here 
with classic French dishes such as Foie Gras, Frog Legs, 
fresh Oysters coming in on a weekly basis from Holland, 
Escargots, Dover Sole à la Meunière flown in from Eu- 
rope and filleted at the table, Duck Breast seared on 
the skin, roasted and braised Lamb in Balashi beer and 
slow braised Wild Boar Shank. Do not 


leave without trying the exclusive rec- 
ommendation: Caviar! All of this com- 
bined with an extensive wine list from 
around the world makes Papillon a 
must-do on your Aruban vacation. 


Let the music play! 
Another reason to visit us is our Live En- 
tertainment Schedule all through the 
week. 
Get all cozy and warmed up on Sun- 
days and Mondays by Marisella and her 
enchanting acoustic tunes accompa- 
nied by percussion only. 
On Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
Jairo will give you a real Saxophone 
treat while on Wednesday you can sit 
back, relax and enjoy your dinner while 
DJ Jason brings you the most smooth 
jazz and lounge music for a dreamy 
night. 
The musicians interact with the guests & 
requests can be sent in. 
The live tunes definitely add to the ex- 
perience. 


Vegetarian vibes present 
Impressive vegetarian/vegan dishes are 
set up especially for the guests by the 
chef and Meredith from Vegan Aruba. 
“We offer vegan choices that are really 
good and tasty. Our daily soup is always 
vegan too”. What are you waiting for, 
make sure to pay a visit to this elegant 
yet laid-back restaurant while on Aruba. 
You are most welcome! 


Chef’s Garden 6 course dinner 
by Papillon 
Our one of a kind executive chef Juan 
Ludena gets extra creative outside the 
kitchen of Papillon Restaurant. Serving 
a 6 course surprise menu featuring his 
International flavors and creativity with 
refined dishes, chef Juan Ludena is de- 
termined to give you a night to remem- 
ber. Wine pairing is optional. The chef’s 
secret garden is located in a local rep- 


lica of the Aruba traditional ‘cunucu’ 
house. The tropical garden is the setting 
for a magical in-home private dinning 
experience. 


For more information about this magnifi- 
cent option, please send us an email or 
ask our wait staff. 
Papillon Restaurant is located at The Vil- 
lage across the Hilton Aruba Caribbean 
Resort & Casino and within walking dis- 
tance of all other major hotels. 


Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 
or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400 
Open Daily: 5pm – 10.00pm – Early Bird 
from 5pm – 7pm 
For all menus and specials visit the web- 
site: www.papillonaruba.com.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Marriott’s Ocean Club 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had the great plea- 
sure to recognize Distinguished Visitors Aruba. This lovely 
couple were respectively honored with a certificate ac- 
knowledging their years of visits, loyalty, and love to the 
island of Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented on behalf of the Minis- 
ter of Tourism as a token of appreciation and to say “Ma- 
sha Danki” to guests whom have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 
35 years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecutively visiting 
Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecutively 
visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors of Aruba 
Mr. Wayne & Mrs. Susanne Halsey from North Carolina, 
United States. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson representing the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority, and staff members of the Marriott’s Ocean 
Club bestowed the certificate to the honorees, present- 
ed them with memorable gifts, and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their best-loved vacation destination 
and as their home-away-from-home. 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we would like 
to express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to Mr. 
& Mrs. Halsey for their continued visits to the “One Happy 
Island”. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba provided by Mr. & Mrs. 
Halsey were: 
Aruba’s safety 
Aruba’s friendly people 
Aruba’s warm consistent weather all year round 
Aruba’s nice sandy beaches 
The variety of things to do around the island.q 
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Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Here’s why: Aruba Today 
collected some things to 
do BEYOND the beach. Yes, 
we know. Aruba, located 
15 miles north of Venezu- 
ela in the warm waters of 
the southern Caribbean, is 
home to beautiful white- 
sand beaches, 82-degree 
days, and thus ideal for the 
perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some 
of the warmest people in 
the world and our island is 


19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 
70 square miles. Bit more 
to discover than the white 
stretch on the coastline we 
say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 
The Arikok National park is 
worth the ride. We love the 
hikes that are guided by 
the park’s rangers whose 
job is to maintain trails and 


protect natural resources. 
The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the histori- 
cal sites tell you about the 
island’s indigenous roots. 
The guided tours are even 
free of charge. If you are 
not up to walking, you can 
drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is 
a great place to spend an 
entire day. Cruising through 
the landscape you end up 
at some of the most stun- 
ning beaches like Dos Pla- 
ya or Daimara Beach. In To- 
tal the park consists of 7907 
acres 
protected 
nature 
with a richness of animals 
living in it. The Aruban whip- 
tail lizard (cododo), Aruban 
cat eye snake (santanero) 
and 
endangered 
rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just 
some of them, you can also 
admire these close in the 
park’s Visitors’ Center. For 
more information, visit the 
website www.arubanation- 
alpark.org 


The Lighthouse 
No, you would not think 
of this as a hidden gem. 


The California Lighthouse 
is actually one of the most 
known highlights in Aruba 
and many repeated guests 
most probably took the ride 
uphill already. But, there 
is a significant change to 
this tower. Since Septem- 
ber 2016 you can climb the 
top. In 2015 Stichting Monu- 
mentenfonds started the 
restoration of the Califor- 
nia Lighthouse. The project 
finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now 
open for visitors to enjoy 
the beautiful view from the 
top. The construction of the 
California Lighthouse start- 
ed in 1915. The name ‘Cali- 
fornia’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company 
and Pacific Steamship Co. 
called 
‘California’ 
that 
shipwrecked in the area in 
1891. Therefore they came 
up with the idea of build- 
ing a lighthouse that could 
indicate the island’s east- 


ern tip to ships with its light. 
www.arubalighthouse.com 
will give you more informa- 
tion. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 
Mangel Halto at Savaneta 
is definitely a place not to 
miss out on. The beauti- 
ful beach with the natu- 
ral mangroves is simply a 
beauty, but if you are into 
a more active way to enjoy 
the nature: take a kayak. 
While you are doing some 
workout -as it might get a 
little windy and rough-, you 
will see the island from a 
different perspective. You 
can even make a stop to 
do some snorkeling at the 
reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and 
for sure something else. 
There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, 
we had good experience 
with The Shack Kayak Tours 
Aruba, find them on Face- 
book. q 
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The San Nicolas Business Association on the Secrets Baby Beach project: 
“Haven’t you noticed that the west side of the island never 
encounters problems with hotels?” 


(Oranjestad)—After 
the 
verdict of Judge Winfield 
from the Lar Administrative 
Court, in which he stated 
that the construction for the 
Secrets Baby Beach hotel 
by Three Rivers must be put 
on hold while the court de- 
cides on a new resolution, 
the San Nicolas Business 
Association have present 
their point of view on the is- 
sue. 


Last Saturday, a group of 
inhabitants from Sero Colo- 
rado in San Nicolas has in- 
formed that according to 
the law, the Three Rivers 
project has a suspended 
construction permit, and 
so is not authorized to con- 
tinue work on the Secrets 
Baby Beach Hotel project. 
To this, Judge W.C.E. Win- 
field has ruled that a sus- 
pension of the construction 
permit of Three Rivers is not 
necessary, due to the fact 
that according to Article 59 
of the Building and housing 
ordinance (BWV), the mo- 
ment an appeal has been 
made on the permit, con- 
struction must automati- 
cally be put on hold until 
further notice. 
However, members of the 
San Nicolas Business Asso- 
ciation (SNBA), have de- 


cided come forward and 
express that San Nicolas is 
in need of further progress. 
President of the Associa- 
tion, Errol de Freitas, have 
mentioned that the plans 
of the hotel is facing yet 
another hold up, which to 
them seems unfair. This is 
because they feel that ho- 
tel projects on the west side 
of the island are not getting 
even 10% of the criticism 
they are receiving. 


Within the community of 
San Nicolas, there is a wide- 
ly felt sentiment of “Why 
We Again,” in reference 
of the fact that there is al- 
ways something that gets 
in the way of the district’s 
progress. According to him, 
Regulations of the Spatial 
Development Plan (ROPV) 
has opened the door for 
San Nicolas to establish 
their own All-inclusive ho- 
tel, with the hopes that this 
could greatly contribute to 
the economy and work op- 
portunities of the district. 
As an association, they 
have previously decided to 
stay quiet on the issue with 
the inhabitants of Sero Col- 
orado, but de Freitas have 
stated that “when you 
bring conflict, you have no 
room for conversation; you 


have no room to reach an 
understanding or to over- 
come differences. This is 
the way we choose to go 
about this,” 


He also argues that the 
Country 
Package 
given 
to the islands of the Dutch 
kingdom states that the 
islands must execute proj- 
ects that will create an 
economic balance around 
the island. “Haven’t you 
noticed that the west side 
of the island never en- 
counters problems with ho- 
tels? No one is opposed to 
those projects. This shows 
how much the ROPV has 
failed, because it seems 
that there are no regula- 
tions concerning the hotels 
built on the west side. It’s 
only for the fact that it’s in 
San Nicolas that people 
now have a problem with 
this new project,” de Freitas 
expressed. 


In 2019, studies have shown 
the potential for San Nico- 
las to further grow as a dis- 
trict. It has been said then 
that “the time for San Nico- 
las is now.” Yet not much 
has been improved. De 
Freitas said that the time, 
they decided to stay quiet 
about their concerns. They 


want the people of Aruba 
to support San Nicolas, the 
same way they support the 
development of other dis- 
tricts. At the same time, the 
president of the associa- 
tion stated that we need to 
stand still and think on what 
is most important for the 
district. 


In terms of the judge’s ver- 
dict, there are seven points 
that caused a disruption 
for the association’s goal 
for San Nicolas. However, 
there is one point that has 
specifically “opened Pan- 
dora’s box again”, which 
may 
result 
in 
negative 
consequences 
not 
only 
for San Nicolas, “but also 
for the rest of the island, 
because 
shutting 
down 
an unfinished developed 
means wasting resources 
and plots of land on the is- 
land,” de Freitas explained. 
He expressed that the seed 
has already been planted, 
and that they will continue 
to share information about 
this new development in 


the coming days. 
They now wonder who will 
be responsible for the dam- 
ages done: “Now that we 
have already started con- 
struction, do the people 
think we will just knock it 
down? I can understand 
their concern, but we have 
to put things into perspec- 
tive and consider what the 
effects would mean,” he 
stated. 
To finalize, the associa- 
tion expressed that they 
are against the verdict of 
the judge, but they do not 
want to lose sight of what 
this means: “You have feel 
what the community of San 
Nicolas feels; walk in streets 
and see how empty and 
lifeless it is. Some people 
don’t feel safe walking in 
the main street because of 
the sex work establishments 
that are in the area. San 
Nicolas is in need of some 
progress; some life. This is 
something that we take 
very seriously, yet we think 
people have lost sight of 
this.”q 


BUSINESS 
Monday 15 May 2023 
A12 


Little progress has been made in curbing 
too high inflation, Fed’s Jefferson says 


By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed- 
eral Reserve governor Phil- 
ip Jefferson said Friday that 
inflation remains too high 
and there has been "little 
progress" 
made 
toward 
bringing it down to the cen- 
tral bank's 2% target, a pes- 
simistic assessment given 
signs in a report earlier this 
week that price increases 
might be slowing. 
Jefferson, who was nomi- 
nated by President Joe 
Biden earlier Friday to the 
position of Fed vice chair, 
also said in a speech at the 
Hoover Institution in Califor- 
nia that the turmoil in the 
U.S. financial system follow- 
ing the failure of three large 
banks will likely have only 
a limited impact on the 
economy. 
Jefferson's potential eleva- 
tion to the No. 2 spot on the 
Fed's seven-member board 
would give him greater in- 
fluence over interest rate 
policy and make him a 
close colleague of Chair 
Jerome Powell. 
While inflation has declined 
from its June peak by about 
2.75 percentage points to 
4.2% in March, compared 
with a year ago, Jefferson 


said that "nearly all" of the 
decline stemmed from fall- 
ing energy and food prices. 
"The bad news is that there 
has been little progress 
on core inflation," he said. 
Core prices exclude the 
volatile food and energy 
categories and are consid- 
ered to be a better mea- 
sure of underlying inflation. 
Jefferson 
also 
cited 
a 
closely watched metric of- 
ten cited by Powell, which 
tracks the prices of servic- 
es, from medical care to 
dining out, while excluding 
energy and housing costs. 
That 
measure 
"has 
not 
shown much sign of slow- 
ing," Jefferson said. 
After the Fed's most recent 
policy meeting last week, 
the central bank suggest- 
ed in a statement that it 
could pause its interest rate 
increases at its next meet- 
ing in June, after lifting its 
key rate 10 times in a row. 
The hikes are intended to 
slow spending, growth, and 
inflation. Jefferson did not 
hint in his remarks whether 
he would support such a 
pause. Many Fed officials 
are closely monitoring the 
impact of the failure of 
three large banks in the 
past two months. A recent 


Fed report showed that 
banks have been pulling 
back on lending for months 
and slightly accelerated 
that tightening in the wake 
of the bank failures. 
If banks become more re- 
luctant to lend, that could 
slow the economy and re- 
duce the need for the Fed 
to lift its key rate. 
Jefferson said he expected 
little impact from the bank 
failures, saying they will like- 
ly have "a mild retardant 
effect" on the economy, 
though he added that it is 
"too early to tell." 
His comments followed a 
report 
Wednesday 
that 
showed 
inflation 
ticked 
down 
slightly 
in 
April, 
though 
remained 
high. 
Compared with a year 
ago, consumer prices rose 
4.9%, down from a 5% year- 
ly increase the previous 
month — lowest year-over- 
year increase in two years. 
But that index — the con- 
sumer price index — has 
fallen further than the Fed's 
preferred measure, which 
will be updated May 26. 
One of Jefferson's fellow 
Fed governors, Michelle 
Bowman, 
spoke 
earlier 
Friday in Europe and also 
expressed disappointment 
with the progress made 
toward 
taming 
inflation 
so far. She hinted that she 
might support another rate 
hike at the June meeting. 
"Should 
inflation 
remain 
high and the labor market 
remain tight," further rate 
increases "will likely be ap- 
propriate" to lower infla- 
tion, Bowman said. 
So far, recent inflation and 
jobs reports "have not pro- 
vided consistent evidence 
that inflation is on a down- 
ward path." 
Tom Barkin, president of 
the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Richmond, on Wednes- 
day also expressed disap- 
pointment with stubbornly 
high levels of inflation in an 
interview with The Associ- 
ated Press. 
Core inflation has been 
stuck in a range of 0.3%- 
0.5% for months, Barkin 
said, "where you'd really 
like it to be moving down 
and in concert with our 
target."q 


Philip Jefferson, nominee to be a member of the Federal Reserve 
Board of Governors, testifies during a Senate Banking, Housing 
and Urban Affairs Committee confirmation hearing on Thursday, 
Feb. 3, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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HEALTH 
Florida man sets record for living underwater 


KEY LARGO, Fla. (AP) — A 
university professor broke a 
record for the longest time 
living underwater without 
depressurization this week- 
end at a Florida Keys lodge 
for scuba divers. 
Joseph Dituri's 74th day 
residing in Jules' Undersea 
Lodge, situated at the bot- 
tom of a 30-foot-deep la- 
goon in Key Largo, wasn't 
much different than his 
previous days there since 
he submerged March 1. 
Dituri, who also goes by the 
moniker "Dr. Deep Sea," 
ate a protein-heavy meal 
of eggs and salmon pre- 
pared using a microwave, 
exercised with resistance 
bands, did his daily push- 
ups and took an hour-long 
nap. Unlike a submarine, 
the lodge does not use 
technology to adjust for 
the increased underwater 
pressure. The previous re- 
cord of 73 days, two hours 
and 34 minutes was set by 
two Tennessee professors -- 
Bruce Cantrell and Jessica 
Fain -- at the same loca- 
tion in 2014. But Dituri isn't 
just settling for the record 
and resurfacing: He plans 
to stay at the lodge until 
June 9, when he reaches 
100 days and completes 
an 
underwater 
mission 
dubbed Project Neptune 
100. 
The 
mission 
combines 
medical and ocean re- 


search along with educa- 
tional outreach and was 
organized by the Marine 
Resources 
Development 
Foundation, owner of the 
habitat. "The record is a 
small bump and I really ap- 
preciate it," said Dituri, a 
University of South Florida 
educator who holds a doc- 
torate in biomedical engi- 
neering and is a retired U.S. 
Naval officer. "I'm honored 
to have it, but we still have 
more science to do." 
His research includes daily 
experiments in physiology 
to monitor how the human 
body responds to long- 
term exposure to extreme 


pressure. 
The 
outreach 
portion of Dituri's mission 
includes conducting on- 
line classes and broadcast 
interviews from his digital 
studio beneath the sea. 
During the past 74 days, 
he has reached over 2,500 
students 
through 
online 
classes in marine science 
and more with his regular 
biomedical 
engineering 
courses at the University of 
South Florida. 
While he says he loves liv- 
ing under the ocean, there 
is one thing he really misses. 
"The thing that I miss the 
most about being on the 
surface is literally the sun," 


Dituri said. "The sun has 
been a major factor in my 
life – I usually go to the gym 
at five and then I come 
back out and watch the 
sunrise."q 


In this photo provided by the Florida Keys News Bureau, diving explorer and medical researcher Dr. Joseph Dituri, right, waves to 
scuba diver Thane Milhoan, left, Saturday, May 13, 2023, while in Jules' Undersea Lodge, positioned at the bottom of a 30-foot-deep 
lagoon in Key Largo, Fla. 
Associated Press 
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Djokovic overcomes mid-match lapse beats Dimitrov 


By ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME 
(AP) 
— 
Novak 
Djokovic's clay-court game 
is still a work in progress. 
The 22-time Grand Slam 
champion had to over- 
come a mid-match lapse 
before beating Grigor Dimi- 
trov 6-3, 4-6, 6-1 on Sunday 
to reach the fourth round 
of the Italian Open. 
Struggling with his footwork, 
complaining 
about 
the 
conditions of the clay on 
Campo Centrale and pro- 
testing line calls, Djokov- 
ic lost four consecutive 
games to hand the second 
set to Dimitrov, who won 12 
straight points at one point 
during that stretch. 
But 
Djokovic 
raised 
his 
game when it counted 
most, broke Dimitrov in the 
opening game of the third, 
and improved to 11-1 in his 
career against the Bulgar- 
ian. 
"The crowd got into it and 
kind of got behind him and 
of course with the energy 
of the place, the (entire) 
match changed," Djokovic 
said. "I dropped my level a 
bit. But luckily I managed to 
find it right away in the first 
game, make that crucial 
break and kind of shape 
the momentum to my side. 
So I'm really pleased with 
the way I closed out the 
match." 
Returning 
from 
three weeks off because 


of a lingering issue with his 
surgically 
repaired 
right 
elbow, Djokovic is aiming 
for a seventh title in Rome. 
He's also preparing for the 
French Open, which starts 
in two weeks. 
In his previous two tourna- 
ments on red clay, Djokovic 
had consecutive early exits 
— results that mean he will 
lose the No. 1 ranking after 
this tournament to Carlos 
Alcaraz again. He was also 
tested by Tomas Martin 
Etcheverry in his opener in 
Rome. Earlier, two-time de- 
fending champion Iga Swi- 


atek swept aside Lesia Tsu- 
renko 6-2, 6-0 to extend her 
winning streak at the Foro 
Italico to 13 matches. 
Having routed Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova 6-0, 6-0 in 
her opening match after a 
bye in the first round, Swi- 
atek has now dropped just 
two games over four sets. 
Swiatek produced 22 win- 
ners to her Ukrainian oppo- 
nent's two. 
"I'm just trying to be consis- 
tent and trying to play my 
game," Swiatek said. "I treat 
every match as it is a final. 
I try to have the right mind- 


set before every match 
and have the energy up." 
After it was over, Tsurenko 
had some kind words at 
the net for Swiatek, who 
has been wearing a ribbon 
in Ukraine's colors pinned 
to her hat for more than 
a year. "She thanked me 
for supporting Ukraine," re- 
counted Swiatek, who is 
Polish. "It's really nice and 
I really appreciate that. 
(But) there's nothing to kind 
of thank for, because for 
me it's pretty obvious that 
we should support Ukraine. 
I will do that until the war is 


going to end." 
If she raises the trophy 
again, Swiatek will join Chris 
Evert and Conchita Mar- 
tínez as the third woman to 
win three consecutive titles 
in Rome. The top-ranked 
Swiatek will next meet ei- 
ther 16th-seeded Liudmila 
Samsonova or 21st-seeded 
Donna Vekic, who were 
playing later. 
Coco 
Gauff, 
a 
French 
Open finalist last year, was 
beaten 
by 
27th-seeded 
Marie Bouzkova, 4-6, 6-2, 
6-2. Also advancing on 
the red clay was 2019 Ro- 
land Garros finalist Marketa 
Vondrousova, who beat 
ninth-seeded Maria Sakkari 
7-5, 6-3. Madison Keys ad- 
vanced to the last 16 when 
Victoria Azarenka withdrew 
before their match due to 
a right leg injury. 
In other men's matches, 
Holger Rune kept his com- 
posure amid a partisan 
crowd and eliminated Fa- 
bio Fognini, the veteran 
Italian, 6-4, 6-2. 
Fognini took issue with a 
call early in the first set and 
protested at length to the 
chair umpire when his shot 
was called out after the 
mark was checked. 
"How you can call this ball 
out? How can you make 
this mistake? There is no 
space," Fognini said. "It's im- 
possible. How you can be 
so bad?"q 


Novak Djocovic returns the ball to Grigor Dimitrov at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, 
Sunday, May 14, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Evenepoel wins time trial before withdrawing from Giro d’Italia 


CESENA, Italy (AP) — Pre- 
race favorite Remco Eve- 
nepoel won another time 
trial to move back into the 


overall lead of the Giro 
d'Italia on Sunday but he 
later had to withdraw after 
testing positive for the coro- 


navirus. 
In contrast to the opening 
time trial, Evenepoel won 
by the slightest of margins 
on stage nine — the lon- 
gest of the race's three in- 
dividual time trials. 
"I am really sorry to be leav- 
ing the race," Evenepoel 
said. "As part of the team's 
protocol, I took a routine 
test, which unfortunately 
was positive." 
The rest of the team and 
staff were tested and were 
all negative. 
The Belgian, who rides for 
Soudal Quick-Step, beat 
Geraint Thomas by just one 
second on the almost en- 
tirely flat 35-kilometer (22- 
mile) route from Savignano 
Sul Rubicone to Cesena 


near the Adriatic coast. 
That was enough for Evene- 
poel to win the stage and 
take back the leader's pink 
jersey. The world champion 
was 45 seconds ahead of 
Thomas, who rides for Ineos 
Grenadiers. Primož Roglič, 
who was considered Eve- 
nepoel's 
strongest 
chal- 
lenger, was two seconds 
further back. 
"I don't think I paced it very 
well," Evenepoel said. "I 
started too fast and my sec- 
ond part wasn't that great. 
I found some better legs in 
the technical part because 
I could recover a bit. 
"I wasn't feeling too well in 
the second part with the 
head wind. It's another 
stage win but it wasn't my 


best time trial." 
Thomas moved into the 
overall lead after Evene- 
poel withdrew. 
Tao Geoghegan Hart was 
third in the time trial, two 
seconds slower than Eve- 
nepoel. Just eight seconds 
separated the top five fin- 
ishers in a strong perfor- 
mance from the general 
classification contenders. 
Monday is the Giro's first 
rest day before Tuesday's 
10th stage. There are two 
categorized climbs in the 
rolling 196-kilometer route 
through the Tuscan Apen- 
nines from Scandiano to 
Viareggio on the Mediter- 
ranean coast. 
The race ends in Rome on 
May 28.q 


Belgium's Remco Evenepoel starts the 9th stage of the Giro 
D'Italia, tour of Italy cycling race, an individual time trial from 
Savignano sul Rubicone to Cesena, Sunday, May 14, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Grizzlies suspend Ja Morant after another 
gun video appears on social media 


By TIM REYNOLDS AP 
Basketball Writer 
Ja Morant was suspended 
by the Memphis Grizzlies on 
Sunday after he appeared 
to be holding a gun in an- 
other social media video 
that was streamed live on 
Instagram, the latest in a 
series of concerning inci- 
dents involving the two- 
time All-Star guard. 
It's the second time in less 
than three months that 
Morant was seen on Ins- 
tagram holding what ap- 
peared to be a weapon. 
The first led to an eight- 
game 
NBA 
suspension 
that was handed down in 
March and cost Morant 
about $669,000 in salary. 
It's unclear what sanctions 
Morant may face for the 
second video, which was 
captured Saturday night 
and widely shared online. 
The video was streamed on 
the Instagram account of 
Morant associate Davon- 
te Pack, a person familiar 
with the situation told The 
Associated Press, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
because neither the NBA 
nor the Grizzlies have com- 
mented on the specifics of 
the latest video. "We are 
aware of the social media 
post involving Ja Morant 
and are in the process of 
gathering more informa- 
tion," NBA spokesman Mike 
Bass said. The Grizzlies, 
whose season is over, said 
Morant is suspended from 
all team activities "pending 
league review." The video 
streamed by Pack shows 
Morant in the passenger 
seat of a vehicle, briefly ap- 
pearing to display a hand- 
gun. At the very brief mo- 
ment — maybe less than 
a second — when Morant 
is shown holding what ap- 
pears to be a weapon, the 
livestream had 111 viewers. 
The video that got Morant 
suspended during the sea- 
son happened when the 
Grizzlies star went live on 
his own Instagram account 
while holding a gun at a 
club in the Denver sub- 
urbs in early March. After 
that went viral, Morant an- 
nounced that he was tak- 
ing time away from basket- 
ball to seek help, without 


specifying what sort of 
treatment he was getting. 
ESPN later reported that 
he was getting counseling 
in Florida, which the team 
eventually confirmed but 
did not share any details. 
"Ja's conduct was irrespon- 
sible, reckless and poten- 
tially very dangerous," NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver 
said in a statement after 
meeting with Morant and 
deciding on the suspen- 
sion's length. "It also has 
serious consequences giv- 
en his enormous following 
and influence, particularly 
among young fans who 
look up to him. 
"He has expressed sincere 
contrition and remorse for 
his behavior," Silver con- 
tinued. "Ja has also made 


it clear to me that he has 
learned from this incident 
and that he understands 
his obligations and respon- 
sibility to the Memphis Griz- 
zlies and the broader NBA 
community extend well be- 
yond his play on the court." 
Morant sat down for an in- 
terview with ESPN during his 
suspension, taking responsi- 
bility for the video. 
"I don't condone any type 
of violence," Morant told 
ESPN. "But I take full re- 
sponsibility for my actions. 
I made a bad mistake and 
I can see the image that I 
painted over myself with 
my recent mistakes. But 
in the future, I'm going to 
show everybody who Ja re- 
ally is, what I'm about and 
change this narrative." 


When the season ended a 
couple weeks ago, Morant 
said again that he needed 
to work on his decision- 
making. "Being disciplined 
on both sides, off the court 
making 
better 
decisions 
and on the court being 


locked in even more," Mo- 
rant said following a sea- 
son-ending loss to the Los 
Angeles Lakers. "Being a 
leader of this team, it pret- 
ty much starts with me. ... 
I've got to be better in that 
area."q 


Memphis Grizzlies' Ja Morant (12) drives to the basket against Los 
Angeles Lakers' Jarred Vanderbilt during the first half in Game 
6 of a first-round NBA basketball playoff series Friday, April 28, 
2023, in Los Angeles. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 
Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 


You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 


great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 
late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort. 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together." 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


